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SOUTHINGTON INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY 

REGULAR MEETING 

THURSDAY, February 5, 2015 

7:00 pm – Municipal Center Assembly Room 

196 North Main Street, Southington, CT 

 

 The Southington Inland Wetlands Agency held a meeting on 

Thursday, February 5, 2015 at the Municipal Center Assembly Room, 196 

North Main Street, Southington, CT.   Chair Theresa Albanese called 

the meeting to order at 7:00 with the following in attendance: 

 Commissioners:   Christopher Borowy, William Camp, Jeff Crown, 

Mary Etter & James Sullivan 

 Alternate Commissioner: Gloria Brown  

 Ex-Officio: David Lavallee, Assistant Town Planner 

  

 Absent: Commissioner Greg Ali 

   Alternate Commissioner:  Gerry Bernier  

The Chair seated Alternate Commissioner Brown for Commissioner Ali.   

A quorum was determined. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by everyone in attendance. 

 

Approval of Minutes – Regular Meeting of January 7, 2015; Special On-

Site of January 10, 2015 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to approve the January 7
th
, 2015 Minutes 

as submitted.  Mr. Sullivan seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on a 

voice vote. 

 Discussion on receipt of the Minutes.  There were some comments 

and edits to the Minutes.  Mr. Borowy clarified it was a simple 

procedural question about the fact that we had to move the motion for 

the approval to action and then approve it.  So with that stipulation, 

on approval of this revision, Mr. Borowy moved to approve the January 

10
th
, 2015 Minutes as revised.   Mr. Camp seconded.  Motion passed 

unanimously on a voice vote.   

     

Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding items 

scheduled for action 
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 None. 

Inland Wetland/Floodplain Filling Applications: 

 A. Information/Action:  IW#1239 – Application of Borghesi  

  Bldg. & Eng. Co., Inc. seeking to grade and pave within the 

  Upland Review Area for the construction of a commercial  

  development.   Property located at 12 and 30 Knotter Drive. 

  Allan Borghessi represented the application.  He is a 

registered engineer and chairman of Borghessi Building & Engineering 

Company.  We’re proposing this development on Knotter Drive. 

 He indicated he advised the developer to shrink the size of the 

building originally proposed and change the parking ratio.  He showed 

a rendering of the two buildings proposed.  One is set up for two 

tenancies and the other one is set up for four possible tenancies.   

 I was requested by Mr. Lavallee to plant on the edge of the area 

that is going to be disturbed as the set back area 26 blueberry 

bushes.  Showed print to the commissioners.  Mr. Lavallee thought it 

would be very important from the commission’s point of view to have 

that.  We added it to the landscape plan. 

 The other thing that happened when I changed the layout to this 

plan is we actually reduced the impact area of the wetland setback 

area from .17 acres to .13 acres.  I think that is an improvement. 

 The Chair asked Mr. Borghessi to describe where the impacts are 

and the reason/purpose for those impacts, i.e. grading. 

 Mr. Borghessi discussed the wetland setback line.  I calculated 

from that area to any area where we changed grades for my calculations 

of area.  Half of that is going to be impervious as it is the driveway 

around the building. 

 Discussed the parking layout.   

 Noted the buildings are smaller. 

 Plantings and lighting and landscaping have been added to the 

plan. 

 Mr. Lavallee pointed out Mr. Borghessi considered moving the 

dumpsters as well.  That was a pretty good bump out that he had there 

and it reduced the impact to the area.   Explained the location of the 

two dumpsters.   It is a small impact. 

 Mr. Borghessi stated all of Mr. Lavallee’s comments have been 

addressed. 

 The Chair brought up invasive species and cleaning up invasive 

species in the woods line and into the upland review area beyond where 
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the tree line is and any clearing or improvements are proposed.    

 Discussion. 

 The blueberry bushes provide instant cover for open areas where 

invasives would typically spread into.  It chokes out the invasives.   

 Discussion. 

 A seed mix is included, as well. 

 A maintenance plan for invasive control and clean up was 

discussed.   

 General discussion of a land bank was discussed by the applicant 

and the commission. 

 Mr. Borghessi brought up a corner of the property which is a 

designated area.  It is 160 feet from the development.  The Chair 

asked for him to submit a letter to the Natural Diversity Data Base.   

 Grading and impervious cover and cutting the shrubs and trees 

back are the impacts along with the placement of dumpsters noted the 

Chair.    It is a cut of 5 or 6 feet to make the grading work pointed 

out Mr. Borghessi.   No changes to the drainage.       

 Discussion. 

 It is .13 acres of upland review area to be disturbed.  Mr. 

Borowy pointed out that of that disturbance, even the advancement of 

the development into the most overgrown areas are not particularly 

sensitive or valuable.  It’s already disturbed land.  So, I will make 

a motion to approve IW 1239 with a proviso regarding the Natural 

Diversity Data Base and the applicant’s procurement of that letter 

from the agency be given to town staff for final approval or 

modification of the permit as might be necessary based on what they 

say.   The Chair added the management of the invasive species area and 

how that is worked out with the assistant town planner.  We’re 

amicable to that. 

 Mr. Camp seconded.   Motion passed 7 to 0 on a roll call vote. 

 Mr. Borghessi complimented and thanked Mr. Lavallee as he has 

been very helpful. 

  

 

Communications 

 A. Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio members regarding 

items other than those scheduled for action. 

 None. 
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Conservation Issues/Unfinished Business/Miscellaneous 

 Mr. Lavallee noted the draft open space plan he had prepared.  

This was put together was the initial one was done in 1982 in 

conjunction with the Plan of Conservation and Development.  We 

typically update the open space plan as well when doing the current 

Plan of Conservation and Development.  This addresses the goals of 

open space and priorities and options for open space preservation.  It 

is a useful handbook. 

 Mr. Borowy added it is very well written. 

 The Chair said it will be a great resource going through the POCD 

process. 

 Comments are invited. 

  

 Mr. Lavallee added further Mr. Borowy had asked about our policy 

at the town for snow storage and snow removal.  Mr. Borowy prefaced 

the discussion by saying the DEEP came out with an emergency 

authorization for towns to be able to dispose of snow in areas where 

they might not normally put it, including water bodies.  The 

procedures seem to be that DEEP wants prior notice in advance of 

disposal.  Then you have to report back data as follow up.  I asked 

Dave where we have any potentially sensitive receiving bodies where 

the municipality might be putting snow and road salt and possibly 

curbs and all the rest of it. 

 Mr. Lavallee informed the commission he reached out to Steve 

Wlodkowski, the highway director.  He indicated there is only one site 

the DEEP approves and that is on Old Turnpike Road at the transfer 

station.  It’s about 17 acres and it is   in a bowl so nothing really 

gets off the site.  It’s adjacent to the Superfund Site.   Plenty of 

area for that.  The practice is to bring the snow there and not to put 

it in any of the water bodies or anything like that.  He is following 

the regulations in that this is his only approved disposal site. 

 Discussion of the emergency authorization process and what it 

means. 

  

 Mr. Lavallee advised a hard copy of the Regulations and By-Laws 

have been distributed to the commissioners. 
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 Mr. Lavallee stated he had to know who would be attending the 

meeting in March as he would have to do a transfer.    

 

 Mr. Lavallee stated the town is going for another open space 

grant through the DEEP.   The town would like 11% in open space for 

municipalities.  Southington is at 3 to 5% right now. 

  

 

Adjournment 

 Mr. Sullivan made a motion to adjourn.   Mr. Borowy seconded.  

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned at 7:32 o’clock, p.m.) 

 


